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I. SCOPE OF TH S NOTE
1. This docunent reports on progress related to the inplenentation of

deci sion 13/ COP.1, which requested the head of the interimsecretariat to report
on its inplenmentation to the second session of the Conference of the Parties

(CoP 2). It also intends to suggest further ways to enhance cooperation anong
conventions signed at the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opnent (the Rio Conference) or as a result of it, as well as other

conventions related to sustainabl e devel opnent and relevant to the global effort
to conbat desertificationl/.

2. The introduction and chapter |1l describe briefly the mnandate and
rationale to explore further existing synergies between the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD) and other relevant conventions, in
particular, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on Cinmate Change (UNFCCC) and the Ranmsar Convention on

Wet | ands. It also informs on specific activities undertaken by the UNCCD
secretariat in this regard. Chapter |V addresses the scientific and technical
I i nkages between desertification, biodiversity and climte change. Chapter V

reviews the nain areas for synergies anong Ri o conventions. The | ast chapter
proposes further steps that could be taken to enhance cooperation anong
convention secretariats while advancing the effective inplenentation of each
conventi on. This note was prepared by the UNCCD secretariat with support and
input from UNDP/SEED (Sustainable Energy and Environnent Division), as a
contribution to the foll owup of the UNDP workshop on synergies held in 1997 and
subsequent consultati ons between the CBD and UNFCCC secretariats and UNDP.

1. I NTRODUCTI ON

3. In its article 8 +the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
explicitly addresses the relationship with other conventions, particularly with
the United Nations Franework Convention on Cinmate Change and the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity. Article 8.1 states: "The Parties shall encourage the
coordi nation of activities carried out under this Convention and, if they are
Parties to them under other relevant international agreenents, particularly the
United Nations Convention on Cinmate Change and the Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity, in order to derive maxinum benefit from activities under each
agreenent while avoi ding duplication of effort. The Parties shall encourage the
conduct of joint programres, particularly in the fields of research, training,
systematic observation and information collection and exchange, to the extent
that such activities nay contribute to achieving the objectives of the
agreenments concerned."

4, The Conference of the Parties, in its decision 13/ COP.1, requested the
head of the interim secretariat "to make all efforts to strengthen further the
col  aboration with other relevant conventions, in particular the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, the United Nations Convention on Cimte Change and the
Ransar Convention on Wtlands, as well as other <conventions related to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent . "

5. At the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD, the
Parties, by decision IV/2, instructed the CBD secretariat to inprove synergies
in regards to information exchange with other biodiversity-related conventions
and ongoing international information initiatives, and to contribute to the
har nmoni zation of the informati on nmanagenent of other treaties, and to continue
to discuss the possibilities of joint and harnoni zed approaches with the UNFCCC
and UNCCD. Moreover, in its decision IV/7, the Conference underscored that
col I aborati on should be strengthened with UNFCCC and UNCCD in order to advance
the effective inplementation of CBD Finally, decision IV/15 reaffirmed the
i mportance of nutually supportive activities under the CBD and activities under

1/ For the sake of convenience, all conventions referred to above are called "Rio
conventions" throughout this docunent.



ot her conventions, processes and institutions relevant to the achi evement of the
Convention's objectives, while avoiding unnecessary duplication of effort.

6. Additionally, at its sixth session the United Nations Commrission on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent expressed interest in pronoting synergies between the
Rio conventions in order to expedite their inplenmentation and ensure an
integrative approach in international efforts to conmbat global environnental
pr obl ens. In June 1997, the nineteenth special session of the United Nations
General Assenbly in its "Programme for the further inplenentation of Agenda 21"
reconmended that the conferences of the parties to conventions signed at the Rio
Conference or as a result of it, as well as other conventions related to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, cooperate in exploring ways and neans of collaborating
in their work to advance the effective inplenentation of these conventions.

7. In this regard, the UNCCD secretariat has already concluded a nenorandum
of collaboration with the CBD secretariat and is currently developing one with
t he Ransar Convention secretariat, which is expected to be concluded on tinme for
signature at the UNCCD COP 2 in Dakar. Di scussions have also been initiated
with the UNFCCC secretariat and a sinilar menorandumis expected to be concl uded
in early 1999 once the UNCCD secretariat is settled in Bonn. Furt her nor e,
having the synergies in nmnd as a high priority, the UNCCD secretariat has
responded favourably to requests for negotiation of menoranda of collaboration
nmade by organi zati ons al so working on the subject, in particular, United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, Food and Agriculture
O gani zation (FAOQ, United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UN TAR)
and G obal Environnent Facility (CEF).

[11. THE RATI ONALE FOR A JO NT | NI TI ATI VE ON SYNERG ES

8. The rationale to pronote and enhance synergi es anbng the Ri o 'sustainable
devel opnent’ conventions includes, inter alia, the follow ng facts:

(a) They share a common sust ai nabl e devel oprment approach, they are part
of a comon process (UNCED) and have close linkages with a comon gl obal
strategy: Agenda 21; the R o conventions also share the sanme basic principles
enshrined in the Rio Declaration; the conventions hence present a convergence of
obj ectives for achi eving sustai nabl e devel opnent ;

(b) The three subjects are intimately rel ated on ecol ogical, but also on
soci o-economi ¢ and institutional grounds; several of the policies and neasures
suggested for achieving the objective of one convention nay also contribute to
obj ectives of the others;

(c) O'ten decision- and policy-nakers in charge of inplenentation of the
conventions belong to the sanme government ninistry or government ministries
dealing with <closely related portfolios; a pragmatic synergy initiative
hi ghl i ghting intersections anobng conventi on objectives could shed [ight on their
deliberations and contribute to cost-effective and nore efficient ways to
achi eve convention and sustai nabl e devel opment objectives at the national and
| ocal |evels;

(d) Finally, their small and flexible secretariat arrangenents allow for
a rapid and effective team effort upon which to build a long-ternmoriented
process.

9. In this context, a joint synergy initiative that takes advantage of and
bui |l ds upon the existing |inks anong the Ri o conventions and adds value to their
i ndi vi dual inplenentation processes could al so beconme instrumental in gradually
devel opi ng partnershi ps, conmmon approaches and greater collaboration anong
international instrunents dealing wth subjects relevant to sustainable
devel opnent. Key issues related to such a process woul d include:

(a) The process nust be country-driven with the clear ultinmate goal of
assisting countries in their efforts to pursue sustainable devel opnment polici es,
such as sustainable dryland managenent. Li nkages between conventions mnust be
expl ored anong rel evant governnent agenci es.

(b) The need to ensure appropriate coordi nation, at the global |evel, of
efforts and invol vement of organizations within and outside the United Nations
system keeping in mnd the issue managenent system introduced by the Secretary
General in 1997 as part of the United Nations reformprocess2/.

2/ "Renewing the United Nations: A programe for refornt (A 51/950), 14 July
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(c) The need to further explore the suggestion nade by the recent
consul tation of the African Mnisterial Conference on Environment (AMCEN) on the
UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol 3/ "that synergistic effects anong R o conventions
coul d be maxin zed through the adoption of subregional and regional projects and
progr ammes. "

' V. SCIENTI FI C AND TECHNI CAL LI NKAGES BETWEEN | SSUES
ADDRESSED BY RI O CONVENTI ONS4/

10. Desertification affects about one sixth of the world s population, 70 per
cent of all drylands, and one third of the total land area in the world. The
nost tangi bl e inpact of desertification, in addition to w despread poverty, is
the annual loss of 3.5-4.0 million hectares of agriculturally used |lands as a
result of the various processes of land degradation around the world.
Desertification leads to the forced novenent of people because their life-
support system has deteri orated. It leads to a reduction in the world' s food-
produci ng potential, the destruction of vegetation, and di m nution of many pl ant
and ani mal popul ati ons, and eventual |oss of species. Further, desertification
can increase atnospheric dust, which can then nodify the scattering and
absorption of solar radiation in the atnosphere.

A. Desertification and biodiversity

11. Two major manifestations of desertification are topsoil erosion and
salinization. Dryland soils are generally less fertile than non-dryland soils.
Furthernore, any fertility in drylands is concentrated solely in the thin

t opsoil . When the topsoil is eroded the underlying soil is devoid of organic
matter, nutrients and seeds. Vegetation cover protects the topsoil from both
water and w nd erosion. Topsoil is eroded by (a) renoval of the natural

vegetation through various natural and hunman-induced processes, and (b)
transformati on of rangeland to cropland in which the vegetation-cover properties
of the crop are inferior to those of the preceding rangel and. Once erosion
occurs, it is difficult to restore the natural vegetation even if the causes of
erosi on have been renoved because the topsoil, which contains the ingredients
for fertility, is al r eady | ost. Thi s irreversibility epi t om zes
desertification.

12. The reduction of vegetation cover also increases albedo - the reflectance
properties of the soil surface. Under specific circunstances, increased al bedo
reduces local precipitation, exacerbating the desertification processes. Thus,
vegetation is a Kkey factor in desertification. Its loss brings about
desertification, and desertification prevents its regeneration

Bi ol ogi cal diversity, vegetation diversity and desertification

13. In rangelands, the critical "living organisns" are the pasture plant
speci es. The variability anobng these plant species is essential for the
sustainability of livestock farm ng. For exanple, a grazing aninmal requires a
bal anced diet provided by an appropriate mxture of pasture species that can
mai ntain the herd throughout the year. Secondly - especially in the dryl ands

-livestock herds conprise several species, with different dietary preferences,
all foraging in the sane range. Therefore, the greater the diversity of
forage species, the higher the profitability of dryland |ivestock econony.

Finally, the within-species variability of range species is often critical; a
single range species may have several varieties, each wth different

properties and diverse benefits. Rangel ands, vegetation and livestock are
ecol ogi cal conpl exes which include the variability anong |iving organisnms of
all sources. In desertified ecosystens the biodiversity is damaged to the

1997, page 80, paragraph 248

3/ AMCEN Special Consultation on the UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol and rel ated
mul tTl ateral environmental agreenents, held in Nairobi, Kenya on 19-23 Cctober 1998

4/ This section draws on the paper by UNDP entitled "Synergies in Nationa
I mpl enment ati on of the Ri o Agreenments", August 1998, UNDP
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extent that it can no longer sustain human |ivelihoods based on free ranging
livestock. Desertification therefore results in the dimnution of the
productivity potential of the land, leading to | oss of biological diversity.

14. The conplex architecture of both the above-ground vegetation and the
bel ow ground root systens protects topsoil from the inpact of rain and w nd.
Since dryland plant species depend on the soil for water and nutrients, it is
conceivable that the plant diversity in a dryland ecosystem contributes not
only to the protection of biodiversity but also to protecting topsoil from
er osi on. Furt her nor e, since traditional livestock raising depends on
vegetation, which in turn depends on the soil, it is also conceivable that
traditional dryland range nanagenent has been and continues to be guided by an
awar eness of soil conservation. Thus, it may be that range uses which inflict
damage to the dryland biodiversity, initiating and accelerating topsoi
erosion, ultimately result in desertification

Dryl and devel opnent: salinization on irrigated | and

15. Soil salinization results frominproper irrigation. Because of the high
evaporation rates in drylands and since water scarcity does not allow using
large quantities of water for |eaching soils, msmanaged dryland irrigation
m ght bring about soil salinization. Rates of salinization vary according to

irrigation practices and |and uses. Soil salinity may eventually reach a
threshol d point beyond which the cropland can no |onger be naintained and is
abandoned. I ndi genous rangel and vegetation which is not sufficiently salt-

tolerant may render the transformation from rangeland to cropland sonmewhat
difficult, and its plant diversity may never be restored.

B. dinmate change, biodiversity and desertification

Cimte change and vegetation

16. Vegetation acts as a carbon sink; plants convert the naturally occurring
at nospheri c greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, into solid organic material, i.e.,
tissues that form the plants’ organs, trunks, roots, |eaves etc. Thus, the
gl obal biota, of which plants constitute the largest fraction by nmass,
functions as a natural biosphere "reservoir". Danmege to this reservoir
rel eases the stored carbon to the atnosphere in the form of carbon dioxide
and inpairs further sink functions.

17. When rangel and is transformed into cropland, the vegetation cover of the
agricultural crop may be even greater than that of the natural vegetation.
But this does not necessarily mean that the carbon sink increases. Mny crops
are annual, and are harvested for use after a few nonths. Wth this use,
organic carbon is oxidized to produce carbon dioxide. There is often a tinme
| apse between harvesting one crop and sowi ng the next, whence the carbon sink
capacity nmay be |ost.

18. The carbon storage capacity of an ecosystem and the intensity of its
sink services are largely determ ned by the anbunt of plant material in place.
Al t hough sone species may be interchangeabl e, the degree of redundancy in the
functional interactions of dryland species has not yet been evaluated.
Therefore, it is prudent to <conserve the entire biodiversity as a
precautionary neasure for preserving the sink capacity of dryland vegetation

d obal climate change and regional desertification

19. Desertification is closely inter-dependent with reductions in globa
carbon reservoirs and sinks. In this sense, desertification contributes to
global warming, with its resulting inpacts at the regional and |ocal |evels.

It is predicted that an increase in global tenperature of one to two degrees
Cel sius by 2030 to 2050 will result in climate change in regions affected by
desertification5/. That is expected, for exanple, to cause higher
evaporation, decreased soil noisture and increased |and degradation in the
M ddl e East and arid parts of Asia; increase drought frequency in Africa, and

5/ The Regi [ t f dinat . 1998. Edited by R T. Witson, MC
Zi nyower a eande%I. ﬂhawbssrrpacc,ar?br?dge lIJnnlravgr sﬂ]?/n%?ess, Canbri dge. y
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increase vulnerability of arid and semi-arid lands to desertification. Thus,
while global climte change is expected to exacerbate regional and |ocal
desertification processes, the causes and results of desertification in turn
al so exacerbate global clinmate change, nainly through their effect on
veget ati on.

V. AREAS FOR | NSTI TUTI ONAL CCOLLABORATI ON TO EXPLORE
SYNERG ES AMONG RI O CONVENTI ONS

20. This section addresses several of the areas for synergies anong the
conventions followi ng the order of appearance of these areas in the UNCCD.

(a) Science, systenmtic observation, research and devel opnent, transfer,
acqui sition, adaptation and devel opnment of technol ogy

21. Initial comunication has been started anong secretariats to enhance
I i nkages between the subsidiary bodies of the conventions: the CBD Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (CBD SBSTTA), the
UNFCCC Subsidiary Body on Scientific and Technol ogi cal Advice (UNFCCC/ SBSTA)
and the UNCCD Committee on Science and Technol ogy (UNCCD/ CST). Moreover, the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Bank and the United
States National Aeronautics and Space Administration launched a joint
initiative to explore the scientific and policy |inkages anobng the ngjor
gl obal environnental conventions. The report entitled Linking Environnental
Issues with Human Needs: Opportunities for Strategic Interventions, Wwas
presented by UNEP during the UNFCCC COP 4 in Buenos Aires in Novenber 1998.
Al so, a recent workshop convened by the UNFCCC/ SBSTA in Rome (24-25 Septenber
1998), and held back-to-back with a technical neeting of the Intergovernnental
Panel on Cdinmte Change (IPCC), addressed the issue of land use, |and-use
change and forestry. Furthernore, the Wrld Resource Institute in a joint
effort with the World Bank, UNDP and UNEP will also prepare a contribution to
scientific interlinkages at the tinme of the Wrld Resources Report of 2000.

22. In this context, there exists a high potential to undertake joint
networking efforts to strengthen scientific capacities in devel oping countries
in support of their conmmitnents under the R o conventions. Addi tionally,

parties to the conventions could consider devel opi ng conmon/joint teans anong
the three subsidiary bodies for treatnment of issues of shared concern such as
technol ogy transfer and adaptation, resource degradation in coastal areas, and
integrated climate inpact assessnent.

23. Special efforts would be required to integrate teans at national |evels
with the various scientific and acadenmi c groups working on these issues in
order to increase their capacity to assist governnents in policy formulation.

(b) Capacity building, including approaches for work at the global,
regi onal, subregional, national and Tocal Tevels6/

24, At least three ongoing programes should be nentioned here. Firstly,
the UNESCO Programme on Environnent and Popul ati on Education for Devel opnent
(EPD) is working with the €BD, UNFCCC and UNCCD secretariats on the
devel opnent of comon approaches for synergies on education. Secondly, the
three R o convention secretariats have each developed capacity-building
programmes in a selected nunber of countries with assistance from UNI TAR and

6/ On these subjects, several other activities have been devel oped by agencies,
not al ways however in collaboration with the CBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD secretariats.
Several international, regional or subregional agencies are undertaking sone activity
dealing with the synergies anbng the Ri o conventions: UNEP (CGEF Unit, Desertification
Programme, etc), UNDP/SEED (United Nations Ofice to Conbat Desertification and
Drought (UNSO, GEF Unit, Capacity 21), Wrld Meteorological Organization (WO (for
CCD and UNFCCC maminly), FAO (for CBD and UNCCD mainly), UNESCO Wrld Bank, GEF,
regi onal econom ¢ conmi ssions, regional devel opment banks, Organization of Economc
Co- operation and Devel opment (CECD), World Conservation Union (1UCN), Wrld WId Fund

for _Nature (WAF) and several ot her i nt ergover nnent al and non-governnent al
organi zati ons.
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UNDP/ Trai n X progranmes. Finally, the UNEP Information Unit on Conventions
has been assisting the convention secretariats in their activities on public
i nformati on and awar eness. Many other organizations within and outside the
United Nations system have devel oped val uable awareness materials. In this
regard, it would be useful to develop a joint database with the content and
availability of all awareness materials to be dissem nated systematically to
nati onal focal points of conventions. |In the context of the follow up to the
1997 UNDP Synergy Wrkshop, joint work will also be undertaken to identify
capacity building needs of national focal points, and to devel op appropriate
responses.

(c) I nf ormati on syst ens: exchange of i nfornmation, net wor ki ng,
cl eari ng- house nechani sns

25. The CBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD secretariats have started a process to devel op
a joint progranme to explore synergies in information managenent, including
support to information nanagenent at the national |evel, a conmmon Wb page
devel opnent of conmon dat abases and |inkages with other relevant processes in
this area. This is a first step towards increasing and enhanci ng the exchange
and sharing of information anong the three secretariats and their national

focal points. It could evolve to pronote partnerships and greater efficiency
and effectiveness in assisting governnents and other rel evant organi zations in
their inplementation of the conventions. Additionally, following a

recomendati on of the Synergy W rkshop and subsequent consultations, UNDP in
col laboration with the secretariats has established a Wb site which contains
a joint database of national focal points for all three conventions, as well
as other material relevant to the synergy process.

(d) Fi nanci al mechanisms (GEF and International Fund for Agriculture
(1 FAD))

26. Wrk is being done, in particular by GEF, to address the |inkages and
possi bl e synergies anong the three conventions and other GEF subjects such as

international waters and ozone protection7/. COher relevant nultilateral and
bil ateral donor agencies (e.g. OECD and Fonds Francais pour |'Environnenent
Mondial (FFEM) are also interested in supporting simlar efforts. It is
expected that with the establishnment of the UNCCD d obal Mechanism at | FAD, it
will support such initiatives. More, however, rermains to be done to
facilitate the closer collaboration anmong all relevant multilateral and
bil ateral donor agencies in search of greater effectiveness and efficiency in
the investnment of their resources. In particular, efforts could be nmade to

develop a strong partnership between the CGEF and the d obal Mechanism to
address the needs of the three conventions in the nost integrated nmanner for
the benefit of national I|evel activities geared towards their effective
i mpl enent ati on.

(e) Nati onal reporting and comuni cation of information

27. The United Nations Departnent of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA),
in response to United Nations General Assenbly Special Session (UNGASS) and
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent (CSD) nandates, is also addressing the
need to streamine national reporting for conventions, Agenda 21 and rel ated

processes. Initial contacts have been nmade anong the CBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD
secretariats to develop a joint programre for assisting a selected nunber of
Parties in t he coordi nati on at t he nat i onal | evel of their

reports/conmuni cations to the three conventions.

28. The fornulation of national reports under the three conventions requires
consi derable efforts from Parties. A mechani sm by which such efforts could be
coordinated, allowing for the best use of national capacities and ensuring
long-termoriented capacity building of focal points is nost desirable.

Additionally, it could greatly facilitate the nost effective and efficient use
of resources of the three secretariats in providing assistance to national

7/ See: "A Framework of GEF Activities Concerning Land Degradation", GCEF
Washington, 1996 and "Synthése du séminaire de Quagadougou (1-3 juillet 1997) sur le
Fonds pour |'Environnenent Mondi al et la lutte ~contre la désertification",
Secrétariat de |'Etat Francais a | a Coopération - SOLAGRAL, novenbre 1997
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focal points by exchanging and sharing know edge, expertise and other
resources as appropriate when responding to national demands. Each report
should point out its relevance and linkages to the reports submitted in

conpliance with ot her conventions.

(f) Principles and procedures: terns and definitions, nmeasures to
resol ve
guestions of inplenentation, dispute settlenent nechanisns, etc

29. The UNEP and | UCN environmental |aw centres have developed actions in
this regard. Moreover, UN TAR together with the I UCN Environnental Law Centre
is developing an international progranme of training for the application of
environnental | aw. These initiatives aim to develop gradually, wth the
assistance of relevant acadenmic institutions, comon principles, approaches
and procedures for the consolidation of sustainable devel opnent's practice, by
conti nuous strengthening of the legislative base required for policy-making.
A closer collaboration wth clear nodalities between the institutions
nmentioned above and the three secretariats is needed in order to enhance the
effects of these initiatives and help dissenmnate their early results.

(9) COPs and subsidiary bodies: scheduling of neetings and
appropri ate
representation, regional groupings, bureaux, expanded bureaux, etc

30. At its nineteenth special session (23-27 June 1997), the United Nations
Ceneral Assenbly stressed the fact that "[g]iven the increasing nunber of
deci sion-nmaking bodies concerned wth various aspects of sustainable
devel opnent, including international conventions, there is an ever greater
need for better policy coordination at the intergovernnental |evel, as well as
for continued and nore concerted efforts to enhance collaboration anong the
secretariats of those decision-naking bodies." It recommended that "the
conference of the Parties to conventions signed at the Rio Conference or as a
result of it, as well as other conventions related to sustainable devel opnent,
shoul d cooperate in exploring ways and neans of collaborating in their work to
advance the effective inplenmentation of the conventions." It further
suggested that "the convention secretariats should give consideration to
improving the scheduling of neetings, to integrating national reporting
requirenents and to inproving the bal ance between sessions of the conference
of the parties and sessions of their subsidiary bodies..."

31. Gven their institutional arrangenments and adninistrative |inkage wth
the United Nations Secretariat, the UNFCCC and UNCCD secretariats will be in a
position as of 1999, to plan together, share resources and join efforts when
conveni ng neetings in Bonn.

32. Through coll aborative efforts, effectiveness of neetings could be
increased and participation of Parties and observers facilitated in sessions
of the COPs and subsidiary bodies by planning and convening neetings in a
coordi nated nanner, including by holding back-to-back events whenever
possi bl e.

VI. STEPS AHEAD: PRI ORI TI ES AND MODALI TI ES TO ENHANCE COCOPERATI ON AMONG
RI O CONVENTI ONS CONSI STENT W TH THEI R EFFECTI VE | MPLEMENTATI ON PROCESSES

33. The Conference of the Parties may wish to consider and approve the line
of action proposed in this docunment and give guidance to the UNCCD secretari at
on how priority areas and nodalities for cooperation may be identified on the
subj ect of synergies. The follow ng paragraphs suggest possible steps ahead
for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its second session.
They do not inply any order of priority and could be undertaken jointly or
i ndependently as may be agreed upon by the Parties to the UNCCD

34. The Conference of the Parties may wi sh to encourage the formulation of
specific actions at the national level to further develop synergy processes
that would contribute to a mnore effective inplenentation of +the R o
conventi ons. Building on the initiatives described in previous sections
above, possible action nmay be taken at the national |evel anong focal points
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of the various conventions with a view to enhancing synergy and requesting
further guidance from the respective conference of the Parties on a joint
synergy initiative.

35. The Conference of the Parties nmay also request the secretariat to
continue dialogue with other relevant convention secretariats as well as
international organizations with a view to seeking synergies and providing
joint assistance to national focal points for the fornulation of national
reports and comuni cations.

36. The Conference of the Parties may also wish to request the secretariat
to continue the collaboration initiated with other convention secretariats and
rel evant international organizations such as UNDP, UNEP and GEF

37. Finally, there is a growing consensus for special attention to be given
to education and public awareness activities in support of the R o
conventi ons. A joint synergy initiative to support the developnent of

dat abases on education and public awareness materials in collaboration with
UNESCO and |1UCN, ampong other organizations, would provide cost-effective
assistance to national focal points. This would supplenent their efforts to

educate and increase awareness on sustainable developnent issues and, in
particular, to introduce biodiversity, climte change and desertification
awareness in national policy-making processes. Li kewise, this initiative

could also introduce such thenes in school curricula and in teacher training
programes. Additionally, it would help in addressing public awareness needs
and keep the public and rel evant organi zati ons abreast of devel opnents and of
resources available at the international |evel.



